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Question: 

In their Application for Certificates of Need for Three 345 kV Transmission Line 
Projects in this matter ("Application"), Applicants stated that the three CapX 345 kV 
projects were needed to meet 4,000 to 6,000 MW of additional demand for electrical 
power from Applicants' systems in Minnesota and parts of surrounding states from 
2009 to 2020. 

A) Do Applicants currently maintain that any or all of the three CapX 345 kV 
projects are needed due to system wide growth in demand for electrical power 
from 2009 to 2020? 

B) If so, which projects do Applicants believe are needed for this reason? 

C) What level of system wide growth in demand for electrical power from 2009 to 
2020 do Applicants forecast to reach this conclusion as to each or any of the 
proposed CapX 2020 projects? 

Response: 

A. Yes. 

B. All three 345 kV Projects are needed to maintain a reliable transmission grid 
while accommodating the growth in demand for power expected by the year 
2020 and beyond and the additional renewable generation that will be required 
to satisfy Minnesota’s Renewable Energy Standard requirements.   

C. As detailed in Chapter 6 of the Application, analyses in the Vision Plan and 
further analyses of Load and Capability Reports and Integrated Resource Plans 
show that between 2009 and 2020, peak demand can reasonably be expected to 
reach 25,400 MW to 27,400 MW.  (See chart below).  This peak demand 
represents a growth of at least 4,000 MW.  Even under this most conservative 



     

 2 

forecasted growth increase, all three 345 kV Projects are needed to maintain 
regional reliability. 

 
Load Forecast Forecast 

Source 
Forecast 
Scenario 

2009 2020 

Load Growth 
by 2020 
(MW) 

Expected 
Growth 20,201 26,488 6,287 CapX2020 

Vision Plan Slow 
Growth 20,201 24,701 4,500 

High 22,488 27,392 4,904 Integrated 
Resource Plans 

Median 21,332 25,427 4,095 

MAPP Load and 
Capability Data 

System 
Demand 20,783 25,969 5,186 
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Response By: Amanda King 
Title: Sr. Transmission Planning Engineer 
Department: Transmission Planning 
Company: Xcel Energy 
Telephone: 612-330-5931 
Date: May 14, 2008 
 
Response By: Daniel Kline 
Title: Transmission Planning Engineer 
Department: Transmission Reliability & Assessment 
Company: Xcel Energy 
Telephone: 612-330-7547  
Date: May 14, 2008 
 
Response By: Jared Alholinna 
Title: Senior Transmission Planning Engineer 
Department: Transmission Planning, Contracts & Strategy 
Company: Great River Energy 
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Telephone: 763-445-5960 
Date: May 14, 2008 
 
Response By: Matt Lacey 
Title: Regulatory Policy Analyst 
Department: Transmission 
Company: Great River Energy 
Telephone: 763-445-5958 
Date: May 14, 2008 
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