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Citizens Action Task Force 
Information Request No. 11 

Date Received: May 2, 2008 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question: 

In their Application (page 4.5), Applicants assess the need for community service 
reliability at the Rochester Public Utilities substations by applying a compound growth 
rate of 3.46% to grow the summer peak load to the year 2020. 
 

A. Please state whether Applicants continue to rely on the above forecast to 
assess community service need and, if not, provide a narrative 
explanation. 

 
B. Have the Applicants determined at what level of growth in summer peak 

demand in the Rochester Area the need for the proposed Twin Cities - 
Rochester 345 kV power line for community service reliability would be 
triggered? If so, please state the level calculated. 

 
C. What load management, energy conservation, efficiency and/or smart 

grid alternatives did Applicants evaluate as means to provide for demand 
or community service reliability in the Rochester Area either alone or in 
combination with transmission or local generation alternatives? 

 
D. Please provide in Microsoft Excel spreadsheet form an analysis of the 

costs and savings from all alternatives evaluated in Part C as compared 
to the costs of the 161 kV and 345 kV CapX projects selected to provide 
community service reliability in the Rochester Area. 

 
Response: 

A. For the Rochester area, Applicants developed a substation peak demand 
forecast based on forecasted loads at Dairyland Power Cooperative  and Rochester 
Public Utilities substations serving the area. Applicants rely on the substation load 
forecast in the Application, as modified and corrected in response to Department of 
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Commerce Office of Energy Security Information Request No. 47.  Applicants note 
specifically that the 3.46 percent compounded rate was used in the local Rochester 
area study to estimate future load growth in the Rochester area, but was not the rate 
applied to Rochester Public Utilities substations in the Application.   
 
B. This information is contained in Section 4.1.1 of the Application. 
 
C. In Rochester, demand for power has already exceeded the capacity of the 
transmission system alone (181 MW).  In 2006, peak demand reached 330 MW.  The  
capacity of the existing transmission system fully supported by area generation is 362 
MW and assumes that the local generation is on-line prior to the occurrence of a 
system contingency.  These conditions show that additional transmission capacity is 
needed now.  The substation forecast analysis, provided in Appendix C-1 of the 
Application, shows that the 362 MW demand level will be exceeded in approximately 
2011.  The substation forecast analysis was based on Southern Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency’s Integrated Resource Plan and Dairyland Power Cooperative’s 
biannual forecast which is consistent with the Rural Utilities Service requirements for 
Load Forecast Studies (“LFS”).  The forecast data from the resource plan and the LFS 
already include projected impacts from conservation and load management programs.  
 
D. Applicants do not have the requested data.  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Response By: Amanda King 
Title: Sr. Transmission Planning Engineer 
Department: Transmission Planning 
Company: Xcel Energy 
Telephone: 612-330-5931 
Date: May 14, 2008 
 
Response By: Scott Nickels 
Title: Senior Electrical Engineer 
Department: N/A 
Company: Rochester Public Utilities 
Telephone: 507-273-5061 
Date: May 14, 2008 
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Response By: Jerry Iverson 
Planning Engineer III 
Power Delivery 
Dairyland Power Cooperative 
608-787-1390 

Title: Planning Engineer III 
Department: Power Delivery 
Company: Dairyland Power Cooperative 
Telephone: 608-787-1390 
Date: May 14, 2008 
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