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Xcel Energy
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Response To: Paula Maccabee Information Request No. 12

Citizens Energy Task Force

Date Received: ~ May 2, 2008

Question:

In their Application (page 4.14), Applicants assess the need for community service
reliability in the LaCrosse/Winona atea by applying a growth rate of 3.4% for Vernon
Electrical Cooperative, 2.8% for Oakdale Electrical Cooperative, 1.7% for Riverdale
Electrical Cooperative and 2.3% for the substations served by Dairyland Power and a
growth rate of 2.3% for the Xcel Energy substations to grow the summer peak load to
the year 2020.

A.

Please state whether Applicants continue to rely on the above forecasts
to assess community service need and, if not, provide a narrative
explanation.

Have the Applicants determined at what level of forecasted growth in
summer peak demand in the LaCrosse/Winona Area the need for the
proposed Twin Cities - Rochester 345 kV power line for community
service reliability would be triggered? If so, please state the level
calculated.

What load management, energy conservation, efficiency and/or smart
grid alternatives did Applicants evaluate as means to provide for demand
or community service reliability in the LaCrosse/Winona Area either
alone or in combination with transmission or local generation
alternatives?

Please provide in Microsoft Excel spreadsheet form an analysis of the
costs and savings from all alternatives evaluated in Part C as compared
to the costs of the CapX projects selected to provide community service
reliability in the LaCrosse/Winona Area.



Response:

A.  Applicants rely on the substation load forecast in the Application, as modified
and corrected in response to Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security

Information Request No. 47. Applicants note specifically that the load data for Tri-
Electric Cooperative’s growth rate was inadvertently omitted from the discussion on

page 4.14 of the Application.
B.  This information is contained in Section 4.1.2 of the Application.

C.  The capacity of the existing transmission system in the event of a Genoa —
Coulee 161 kV line outage, is 460 MW when generators at Alma and Genoa are
running and the French Island Generating Plant, units 1 and 2 are operating. In 2009,
two 60 MVAR capacitor banks will be added and the system capability will be
increased to 470 MW. The substation forecast analysis, provided in Appendix C-2 of
the Application, indicates that the 470 MW demand level will be exceeded in
approximately 2009. Appendix C-2 was compiled by using substation forecasts
provided by Xcel Energy and Dairyland Power Cooperative distribution cooperatives
that serve the L.a Crosse/Winona area. The utilities’ substation forecasts took into
account load management programs and conservation efforts used by the utilities to
reduce peak demand.

D. Applicants do not have this data.
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