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Question: 

The Response to the Department’s Information Request 39 contains the capacity 
ratings of existing generation.  In many cases there are slight variations between the 
capacity listed in the response to IR 39 and the capacity rating contained in the May 1, 
2007 MAPP Load and Capability Report.  Please explain what accounts for the 
variations in capacity ratings.  

Response: 

As Applicants explained in response to Department of Commerce, Office of Energy 
Security (“OES”) Information Request No. 58, accredited capacity for facilities 
relevant to this proceeding is determined by Mid-Continent Area Power Pool 
(“MAPP”) or Mid-American Interconnected Network (“MAIN”).  Accreditation of 
generation capacity in MAPP is governed by Section 4.2.2 of the MAPP Generation 
Reserve Sharing Pool Handbook (“MAPP GRSP Handbook”) (revised January 16, 
2007).   

Thermal generation is determined on a “before-the-fact” basis using the results of a 
performance test.  Monthly output values are then determined from this performance 
test.  Variable generation (e.g., wind, solar, and run-of-river hydro) is done according 
to Section 4.2.2.7.2.7 of the MAPP GRSP Handbook.  See Applicants’ response to 
OES Information Request No. 58 for a more detailed explanation of how the 
accreditation capacity is determined for the various generation types. 

Because accreditation of thermal units is based on actual performance tests which are 
required on an annual basis, the resulting ratings may vary over time as a unit ages or 
as it has changes in efficiencies due to equipment replacements and upgrades.  
Accredited capacity of variable generation is likely to change over the life of the 
facility according to the energy production of the facility.  The accredited value for 
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variable generation could also change as a result of a change in the hour of a utility 
peak demand. 

Therefore, the fact that the values submitted to MAPP for the 2007 MAPP Load and 
Liability Report and then later provided in response to OES Information Request No. 
39 were collected by the utilities at different points in time may explain any “slight 
variations between the capacity listed in the response to IR 39 and the capacity rating 
contained in the May 1, 2007 MAPP Load and Capability Report.” 
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